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WEATHER

Week Ending 8/27/76

Temperatures were much above normal

for the period except for Thursday when

maximums were two to ten degrees below

normal. A few widely scattered light ":_+

showers or brief thundershowers"_roduced +

small amounts of rainfall.

qE_RAL

Hot, dry weather last week continued

to deteriorate overall crop conditions.

Moisture could still be used by some row

crops and is needed for wheat seedbed

preparation and germination. Topsoil

moisture supplles continued to decline

last week and are now short in 96% of

the counties reporting and adequate in

4%. Subsoil moisture supplies remained

about the same as last week at 95% short

and 5% adequate. A year ago, topsoil

moisture was short in 96% and subsoil

short in 93%.
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dough stage. This is behind normal of 90%

and last year at 95%. Over 45% is in the

dent stage compared to 50% for normal and

55% for a year ago at this time. Silage

harvest has begun in some areas. Spider

mites continue to be a problem in many

parts of the State.

Sorghum and soybeans also decllned

last week and are in mostly fair condition.

Sorghum continues to turn ahead of normal

with 50% turned compared to 40% for normal

and 50% for last year. Soybeans are also

ahead of normal as over 25% of the soybean

leaves have turned to date. This compares

to about 15% for normal and last year.

Dry bean harvest has begun in western

Nebraska with harvest expected to increase

after Labor Day. Sugar beets continue to

progress well with some concern for powdery

mildew.

Alfalfa and wild hay decllned further

during the week with over one-third of the

counties reported as poor but most of the

remaining counties are in fair condition

across the State. The third cutting of

alfalfa is now nearly 70% complete.

Irrigated corn declined slightly

last week but still remains in mostly

good condition across the State. Dr_land

corn declined even more last week due to

the hot, dry weather conditions and is

now in mostly poor condition statewide.

Over 85% of all corn is in or beyond the

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies also

deteriorated further last week to short in

90% of the counties reporting. Supple-

mental feeding of cattle on dry pastures

is continuing.

Precipitation, April 1 - August 27, 1976

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ............ I0 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00

Total since April 1 ....... i0.00 11.30 12.20 14.80 11.60 9.00 10.70 15.30

Normal since April 1 ...... 12.20 14.37 16.92 15.64 18.20 13.36 16.07 19.28
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